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ality; for, the archaic functions having no direct relation
with consciousness, no practicable bridges exist between
the conscious and the unconscious. It follows, therefore,
that the further self-divestiture goes, the further do the
atonic functions decline towards the archaic. Therewith
the importance of the unconscious also increases. It begins
to provoke symptomatic disturbances of the directed
function, thus producing that characteristic circulus vitiosus,
which we encounter in so many neuroses: the patient
seeks to compensate the unconsciously disturbing influence
by means of special performances of the directed function ;
and so the chase continues, even, on occasion, to the point
of nervous collapse.
Conceivably, this possibility of self-divestiture through
identification with the directed function depends not only
upon a one-sided restriction to the one function, but also
upon the fact that the nature of the directed function is
a principle which actually demands self-divestiture. Thus
every directed function demands the strict exclusion of
everything not suited to its nature; thinking excludes
every harassing feeling, just as feeling excludes each dis-
turbing thought Without the repression of everything
that differs from itself, the directed function cannot
operate at all. But, on the other hand, the self-regulation
of the living organism makes such a strong, natural
demand for the harmonizing of human nature that the
consideration of the less favoured functions forces itself
to the front as a necessity of life, and an unavoidable
task in the education of the human race.